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Dear Ambassador,

| refer to the 70th anniversary of the Councii of Europe and the discussions al the
reating of the Ministars' Deputies on 20 June 2018

As siated in the Secretarial proposals (see documeni CM/nf(2018)18), the 70ih
anniversary celebration events should be ssen in conjunclion with national political,
parliamentary, academic and culiural initiatives, which member states are
encouraged to take on a voluntary basis.

In this respect, | should like to call on you o support Two initiatives which are fully in
line with the above, namely the essay writing competition and the photo competition.

Please find enclosed the guidelines for the organisation of the essay-writing
competition for young people at national level. | wanmly invite your authorities o
undertake the organisation of this competition. A national winner from each
participating member state will be invited to receive a diploma at the commemorative

celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Council of Ewope in Strasbourg in the

autumnn of 2019, thus enhancing the involvement of youth in the celebrations of the

foundation of the Council of Europe.

ition, it will be organised through Instagram with the aim
ple as possible through social media and
what it is to be a European. You will be
can invite your authorities to
le in your State to participate.

Regarding the photo compe
of reaching out fo as many young Peo
engaging them in a wider reflection o
informed when this competition is opened so that you
use their social media outlets to encourage young peop
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General guidslines for the organisation at nationsal level

These guidelines are not exhaustive. They are intended to assisi member States in the
organisation at national level of an essay wiiting competition and to invite a consistent
approach across 47 couniries.

Theme

Length

Language(s)

Participants

Draganisation

Jury

Winnars

“Imagining the Europsan of the future?” Ciealed in 1948, the Council of
Europe counts 47 couniries covering 840 millon people. lis core values and
mission are Human Rights - Democracy — Rule of Law. Againsi this
background, the general title (in the form of a question) is intended lo spur
reflection about the common thread between these countries and people and
where the writers would like them to be in the future. The title also leaves the
possibility for more complex treatment.

Essays should have a maimum of 1000 words.

The authorities in each member State should decide in which language and
form submissions can be made. Where handwritters submissions are ailowed,
the winning essay should also be provided in a typed formal (see section
winners below),

Young people living in Europe born in the XX! czntury: 14 to 18 years old

The competition should. be launched officially by the appropriate national
authorities. Schools and other relevant institutions should be informed
through the competent ministries and agencies e.g. ministries of education,
national cultural institutions, etc. The competition should be as widely
publicised as possible, e.g. by posting the competition and its details on
relevant websites with links te the Council of Europe website and the 70ih

anniversary section.

A jury should be formed at national leve! o receive and assess submissions
in order to select a winning national essay bearng in mind the proposed
theme and the fact that the competition forms part of the 70th anniversary of
the Council of Europe. The jury could include members of the national
delegations to the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly and Congress

anel athae rnlovant narennalitias
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The above-mentioned jury will declare the nalional winner.

The Permanent Representation of each pariicipating member State will
communicale the name of the national winner together with the winning essay
in its original version, a iranslation in Bnglish or in French, a photo and
coniact details of the national winner o Councit of Ewops Protocol by
0 Jume 2019, Therefore it is of the ulmiost importance that the national
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Finally, |
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should be grateful if vou could inform us of l
your authorities have programmed for 2019 in cal
the Council of Europe (s

& national iniiatives which
shratic
see document CM/INF2018)18
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Intormation dociimeanis

1.6 70% anniversary of the Council of Europe

Document prepared by the Secretariat

1. 2019 will mark the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe. It will also coincide with other major
anniversaries, namely the 30th anniversary of the {all of the Berlin Wall and ihe 60th anniversary of the
Europaan Court of Hurnan Rights.

2 The Committee of Ministers will have to take decisions - including budgetary - concerming the
celebration of the 70th anniversary of ihe Council of Europe by auiumn 2098,

3. A number of principles will guide the decision-making p’rocess, namsly:
a) it should take into account the current political, institutional and budgetary situation of the
Organisation so as to provide a balanced and dignified commemoration;

b) It should focus on one or two major high-impact, high-visibility events: the session of the
Commitiee of Ministers and a ceremony at which all Council of Europe bodies will coine
together to deliver a coherent message for the whole of the Organisation; and
It should focus on the Council of Europe’s core activities, with a view to adopting a fuiure-

oriented approach.

<
—

4, The present document is drawn up on the basis of experience gained from ihe celebrations of the
50th and 60th anniversaries. I is infended to foster a discussion as to the general framawork of the
celebrations, which is essential at this stage in order o ensure that the celebrations are organised in a

timely manner.

5. At the ouisel it should be mentioned that this document does notiocus on the ordinary activilies in
the Programme and Budget of the Council of Eurapse for 2019 (or thair budgaiary. implications), which will

also bear the 70th anniversary labsl,

6. The overall costs of the 70th anniversary celebralions will be discussad at a later stage in the light
of & number of faciors, including the budgetary context. The proposals included in this document follow a

balanced anproach, taking the necessary lements into account,

7. The celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Council of Eurcpe should be struciured arsung three
complemeniary and mutually-reinforcing aspects: a) visibility, b) political impetus, and ¢) commemaoralion. A
numbar of activities will contribute 1o securing each of these dimensions. The celebrations should combine
activities in Sirasbourg with activities in the field and at national leve!.

8. Other important aspecis that should be borne in mind are ihe integrated characier of the
celebrations, bringing together all the institutions of the Organisation, and the complemeniarity between iha
Council of Europs's own celebrations and those organised at national level by the member States, which
should ba promoted and encouraged. The other speciiic anniversaries within ihe Council of Burope a.g.
601l anriversary of the Couri, 25th anniversary of ihe Gongress, 20th annivarsary of GRECO, ale. will also

be taker o account.

! This document has besn classifled rasiriciad unil examinaiion by the Cominiitee of Minisiers.

Website: www.cog.injom
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i) Political impetus ~ Session of the Committae of Ministers — Halsinld, May 2042

14. i fine with the precedenis of the minisierial Séssions on the occasion of ihe 50ih and 60th
anniversaries, the May 2019 Session will be held in the capiial of Finland, the courttry holding the
Chairmanship of the Commities of Minisiars dusmg that penod Thai Session will be an occasion for
Minisiers to conduct a critical assessment of the Organisatian's achievements and sirengths and o set t
political orientation for iis fiture, along the linss u, i aw S Jmmn‘ Peclaration ane Plan of Action. Th

resulie of the ministerial meeting will be brought § s Var follow-tig.

15, The Session will be combined with a commemoiative and culivral eveni io mark the 70th
ﬂnm\/t)lnﬂnl i -ﬁb Councii of r—llus' @ el on ins sva o he mu’ucimrya: Se53i0n.

o) Comwnemaralive dimension - ihe “main oveni’

€. in addition to the above-mentioned ministarial Session in May, a second major event will be
Duanised 10 coincide with the 4th Part Session of the Parliamentary Assembly (30 Sepiember-4 Ociober
2019) in Strﬁsbourg, as the Seal of the Organisation, and with the involvemeni of the City of Sirashourg.

17, This ceremonial event will marl the celebration of the 70th anniversary and include an institutiona)
ceremony and statements by Gouncil of Europe authorities and possibly other major personalities who
could bear witness to what the Councit of Europe represents, as well as a concert and a festive calebration.
The event will be open to the public and bring together Couricil of Europe authorities, high-level
personalities, permanaent representatives, members of the Parliamentary Assembly and judges at the Court,
local autharities, young people, staff members, eic. i would provide a funher opporiunity to mainiain the
political momentum, particularly in looking to the future, with an integrated approach involving the various
institutions of the Orgamsatlon ane providing for an institutional comimemoration. A similar event was
organised on the occasion of the 60th anniversary. The programme for thal event is included in Appandix 6

for information.

Othey evenis

18. The 2019 World Forum for Demoeracy will have a particular importance, By highlighting the core
values of the Council of Europe and focusing on the conclusions of the above-mentioned ministerial
Session, it will also formulate proposals for the way forward. The general theme and possible sub-themes
for the Forurm will be decidsd in the coming period on the basis of input from the partners taking inio
account the challenges identified as having a major impact on democracy. The Forum will bring together
members of civil society, elected officials, political leaders and journalists from all over the worid,

19. Jt should also be recalied that the various institutions of the Council of Europe will organise their
own specific activities.

20. The Assembly will organise a ceremony to mark the 70th anniversary during its Third Part
Session in 2019. Standing Committes evenis may also be organised in Paris and Thilist in this connection,
Specific exhibitions on the personalities atiending the Assembly through the years, including guest book
entries and speeches, could also be presented, together possibly with a video.

21, The Congress will mark its 25th anniversary in 2619. This will be celebraied in February 2019
togsther with the European Committes of the Regions which will also mark its 25th anniversary.
Furthermora, the two sessions of the Congress in 2019, the Eurgpean Local Democracy Week and iis
network of cities and regions, as well as the network of youth delegales invited to the Sessions since 2014
wili contribuie 1o the commemaoration of the 70t anniversary of the Council of Europe. These evenis will
underline the contribution of local and regional authorities to the activities of the Council of Europe in
promoting democracy, raspect for human sights and rule of law and highilighs the local and regional

d:menstoms of democracy.

22, The Courl will also mark its 60th anniversary and aclivilies will be planned in that respec,
including, in addition to visibility aciions such as a comimemaorative stamp, the iraditional epening of the
Court's judicial year {end of January), i which national judicial authorilies are inviled, and the seminar hair
on that occasion, as well as activities aimed at enhancing cammunication and visibility. In addition there will
be specific exhibitions, dedicaied pubkcations and an "Open Doors” day, subject 1o the availability of
budgetary and human rasourcas.
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TOEh anniversary programme of activities

1 Janwary,
Strasbourg

Joirt statement by Council of Europe authorities marking the baginning of the 70t
anniversary of the Council of Evrope

I .
| Launch of the 70ih ansiversary section on the Council of Europe website

Jr

Commemoralicn of the liberation of Auschwilz, with particular emphasis on the
lreasans for founding the Councll of '

Europe, intheory on 27 Janyary: the date will b
adjusted in accordance with ihe PACE session ‘

ftie s

January, Sirasbourg

Opening of ihe judicial year of the European Couri of Human Rights and seminar

= February‘ :
Helsinki

Conferance on "Adificial Inteliigence: Governing the Game Changey”

2-4 April, Strasbourg

36th Session of the Congrass debate on local and regional democracy: 47 States -
200,000 comimuniiies - the other dimension of democracy
Side event: exhibition on the European Charler of Local and Fegional Authorities

April

High proflle event on tha 30ih anniversary of the Anti-Doping Convention

Spring, Finlang

Public event in the margins of the 2nd meeting of the Educational Policy Advisers'
Network (EPAN) on the role of education in building a culture of democracy and
human righis in Europe over the past 70 years

Spring, Sirasbourg

Plenary session of the Ethics, Infegrity and Transparency in Education Platform
(ETINED) on the imporiance of ethics and the absence of corruption in education io
the development of demacracy, human fights and the rule of law

16 May, Helsinki

Commemoraive évent to mark the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe

129th Session of the Gommittes of Ministers

17 May, Helsinki
T

ashotir

May, Strasbourg

Exhibition on the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe®

May, Strasbourg

Europe Day devoted to the 70ih anniversary of the Council of Europe combined with
"Open doors”

May, Strasbourg

Launch by La Posie in France of stamps commemorating the 70ih anniversary of the
Courncil of Europe and the 50th anniversary of the Court '

May, Strasbourg

3rd Children’s Forum

7 June, France

High Proifile event on womer and sport in connection with FIFA Women Weorld Cup
2019

Event marking the 20th anniversary of the Lisbon Recagniiion Convention Commitiee®

Conference on academic irsedom and university autcnomy in the light of the
dermocratic mission of higher education

Annual HELP (Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals)
bR U ,..-‘;6..- ) ! 3 : ;. S Il =

® The Exhibition will be on display ai the Palais de l'Europa in May snd again in Ocicber and November. in Juns and July it will be on

display al the Aubeile in Stragboury, 3 o
This even: will be followed by another svent in Strasbourg spscifically on Article VI {recogninon oi qualifications of migrants anc

refugess),



